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Purpose Statement

Parkway United Church of Christ strives to be an inclusive community
embracing: spiritual nourishment, open-minded inquiry, courageous
action, and interfaith partnerships to fulfill God’s calling to create a just
world for all.

Congregational Statement

Parkway United Church of Christ, with God’s grace, seeks to be a
congregation that includes all persons, regardless of race, ethnic, or
socio-economic background while respecting differences of gender,
marital status, age, sexual orientation, and mental and physical ability.
We aspire to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God.
We invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry, fellowship,
worship, sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of participation in
our open and affirming congregation.
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Good Friday

Friday, April 15, 2022 | 7:00pm | Sanctuary and Facebook Live
Meditation

Peace does not always mean to be in a place where there is no noise,
trouble or hard work. Sometimes it means to be in the midst of those
things and still be calm in your heart. ~unknown

Prelude o barkest Woe—arr. Albert Beck
Welcome

Introit Biess the Lord (from Taizé)
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.

Lighting the Christ Candle jon 115

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

*Call to Worship
One: We are called here to witness something we’d rather not see.
Many: There are so many other places we could be tonight.
One: We aren’t sure we can hear this part of the story—too painful.

Many: We are grateful to already know what Sunday morning will
bring... but we are where we are right now and need to
focus.

One: We are drawn here partly because we understand the costs and joys
of discipleship.

Many: We are here to remember and to commit ourselves to love
in all its forms—powerful, permeating, perpetual,
permission-giving.

All: Let us worship our God together—Creator, Christ and
Spirit.
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*Gathering at the Lenten Candles

Jesus Does. How about you?

*Opening Prayer
Holy One, as we make this Lenten journey, we see what Jesus
does—in order that we might do similar things. We can. We
sense his power and we can exercise our own agency and make
choices. We feel his empathy and we can bring more love into
the world. We see him spend time apart from everything else
and we can take time to step away and be still. We listen to his
stories and can weave our stories together with people near
and far. We watch him touch people and we can release our
reassurance to others. We hear him speak up and we can be
bold for ourselves and others. We sense his struggles and we
can find our own courage and stamina. We receive his peace
and we can become calm amid storms of every kind. Amen.

* Hymn #84—In the Cross of Christ I Glory
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Placing Nails in the Cross riease come forward

during the opening hymn to place a nail in the cross. We are not
innocent.

Call to Confession & Silent Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

Our [Creator/Mother/Father/Holy One] who art in Heaven, hallowed
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on Earth as it
is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

[A variety of names for God are welcome here - including in the Lord'’s Prayer.]

Assurance of God’s Forever Love

Based on Romans 8

We have this assurance that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus. Amen.

Children’s Time chidren may remain with their families. The
Nursery is not staffed but is open if your child needs a break from worship.
You may also feel at home in the Gathering Space just outside the
sanctuary.



Blessing the Children

Go, My Children, with My Blessing

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone;

Waking, sleeping, I am with you. You are my own;

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.

©1983, Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-710735.

Mission Moment 2 Mie Lent/Easter

Heifer Project | Lydia’s House | Unleashing Potential | Eden Seminary

Offering Our Gifts to God
Offertory Interlude

* Response [fune: When | Survey the Wondrous Cross]
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.

*Prayer of Dedication
Holy One, we are so conflicted tonight. We want to be
generous, gracious, energized and yet we are frightened and
frustrated -- in fight or flight mode. Help us to find calm amid
this chaos. Call to us in ways we can hear and receive and trust.
Sometimes the most effective way to stay focused on Your love
is to find ways—old and new—to be a source of this love in the
life of others. May these gifts we place before You act as salve
to sooth souls—equip and lead us to do the same for one
another even now. Amen.

Psalter Lessons rioim 22

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from
helping me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but
you do not answer; and by night, but find no rest.

Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. In you our ancestors
trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. To you they cried, and
were saved; in you they trusted, and were not put to shame.

But I am a worm, and not human; scorned by others, and despised by the
people. All who see me mock at me; they make mouths at me, they shake
their heads; “Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver—let him
rescue the one in whom he delights!”

Yet it was you who took me from the womb; you kept me safe on my
mother’s breast. On you I was cast from my birth, and since my mother
bore me you have been my God.



Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.
Many bulls encircle me, strong bulls of Bashan surround me; they open
wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion. I am poured
out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is
melted within my breast; my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my
tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death. For dogs are all
around me; a company of evildoers encircles me. My hands and feet have
shriveled; I can count all my bones.

They stare and gloat over me; they divide my clothes among themselves,
and for my clothing they cast lots.

But you, O LORD, do not be far away! O my help, come quickly to my aid!
Deliver my soul from the sword, my life from the power of the dog!

Save me from the mouth of the lion! From the horns of the wild oxen you
have rescued me. I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters; in
the midst of the congregation I will praise you:

You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify
him; stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! For he did not
despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face
from me, but heard when I cried to him.

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay
before those who fear him. The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who
seek him shall praise the LORD. May your hearts live forever!

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; and all the
families of the nations shall worship before him. For dominion belongs to
the LORD, and he rules over the nations.

To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall
bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him. Posterity will
serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord, and proclaim his
deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it.

Unison Psalter Reading Psalm 23 in doxology form
God, You are my shepherd, I shall not want. You make me lie
down in green pastures; You lead me beside still waters; You
restore my soul. You lead me in right paths for Your name’s
sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no
evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff—they
comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of
my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life, and I shall dwell in Your house forever.



Gospel Lessons

Matthew 26:20-22, 25

When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while they
were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” And
they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another,
“Surely not I, Lord?” Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I,
Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.”

Matthew 26:30-31a, 33-35

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me
this night; Peter said to him, “Though all become deserters because of
you, I will never desert you.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this very
night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to
him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said
all the disciples.

Luke 22:39-44

He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and
the disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them,
“Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew
from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, “Father, if you
are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.”
Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In
his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great
drops of blood falling down on the ground.

Mark 14:32-42

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit
here while I pray.” He took with him Peter and James and John, and
began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to them, “I am deeply
grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little
farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were
possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, “Abba, Father, for you
all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want,
but what you want.”

He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you
asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and pray that
you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak.” And again he went away and prayed, saying the same
words. And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes
were very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him.

He came a third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking
your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into
the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.”



Hymn #92—Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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The Passion as Heard in the Gospels

John 18: 3-5, 19-23, 33-40a

So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the
chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and
torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him,
came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” They
answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with
them. Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and
about his teaching. Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I
have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews
come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask
those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said.”

When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on
the face, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?”

Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if
have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?”

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”



Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you
about me?”

Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief
priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom
were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from
being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from
here.”

Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?”

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for
this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs
to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I
find no case against him. But you have a custom that I release someone
for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the
Jews?”

They shouted in reply, “Not this man, but Barabbas!”

John 19:16b-19, 25b

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to
what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.
There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side,
with Jesus between them.

Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus
of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.

Response Jesus, Remember Me (from Taizé)
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

Moment of Silent Reflection
Sermon

Hymn #102—Were You There?
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Were you there  whenthey cru - ci-fied my Lord? (Wereyou there?)
Were you there  when they nailed Him to the tree? (Were you there?)
Were you there  when they pierced Him in the side? (Were you there?)
Were you there  whenthey laid Him in the tomb? (Were you there?)
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Were you there when they cru - ci-fied my Lord? \\__

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

Were you there when they pierced Him in the side? Oh!
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
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Were you there when they cru - ci-fied my Lord? (Were you there?)
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? (Wereyou there?)
Were you there when they pierced Him in the side? (Were you there?)
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? (Were you there?)

Extinguishing the Christ Candle

The Burial john 19:38-42

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus,
though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him
take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and
removed his body.

Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They
took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths,
according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in
the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb
in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day
of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

Return of the Christ Candle Hope to carry us to

Easter morning

Removing Nails from the Cross

Please remove any nail from the cross—place it in the basket below or
take it with you. It is a reminder of the reality of nails and the fact that we
are called and equipped to remove nails—an act of courage.

Jesus is no longer on the cross, which is now a symbol of God’s grace and
love—and a sign of freedom...but for fonight we relent and tomorrow we
reflect and wait.

Departure in Silence aoswe move into our 36 Hour Prayer
Vigil to Easter Morning



