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The Jesus Window, Parkway United Church of Christ

Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you
also should love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.”

John 13:34-35
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Purpose Statement

Parkway United Church of Christ strives to be an inclusive community
embracing: spiritual nourishment, open-minded inquiry, courageous
action, and interfaith partnerships to fulfill God’s calling to create a just
world for all.

Congregational Statement

Parkway United Church of Christ, with God’s grace, seeks to be a
congregation that includes all persons, regardless of race, ethnic, or
socio-economic background while respecting differences of gender,
marital status, age, sexual orientation, and mental and physical ability.
We aspire to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God.
We invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry, fellowship,
worship, sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of participation in
our open and affirming congregation.
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Maundy Thursday Evening

April 9, 2020| 7:00pm via Facebook Live...
Facebook.com/ParkwayUnitedChurchOfChrist see left side for videos

Meditation Heroes didn't leap tall buildings or stop bullets with an
outstretched hand; they didn’t wear boots and capes. They bled, and
they bruised, and their superpowers were as simple as listening, or
loving. Heroes were ordinary people who knew that even if their own
lives were impossibly knotted, they could untangle someone else’s. And
maybe that one act could lead someone to rescue you right back.

~Jodi Picoult

Prelude ‘Twas on That Dark, That Doleful Night—arr. Albert Beck
Going to the Upper Room Luke 22: 7-13

It was the day of Unleavened Bread. Jesus sent Peter and John - ‘Go and
prepare the Passover meal for us.” They asked him, ‘Where do you want us to
make preparations for it?’ Listen,” he said to them, ‘when you have entered
the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the
house he enters and say to the owner of the house, “The teacher asks you,
‘Where is the guest room, where I may eat Passover with my disciples?’ ” He
will show you a large room upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations
for us there.” So they went and found everything as Jesus had said.

Lighting of the Candles
Gathering Song #514—Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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Je-sus lives  a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a-bound!



Welcome and Passing the Peace of Christ

“May the peace of Christ be with you.”
(We are intentional about bringing more peace into the world.)

*Call to Worship

One: Remember the love of Jesus, gathered at table with his friends.
Many: We are here to recall the celebration of the Passover.

One: Remember the Passover not for its gory details, but for its focus on
family, faith, freedom and festival.

Many: We are here to feel the nurture and encouragement of
Jesus no matter what.

One: Remember the humble and holy ways the Spirit of love washed over
the disciples.

Many: We are here to receive blessing beyond measure and
follow in the loving ways of Jesus.

All: Let us worship our God together—Creator, Christ and
Spirit.

Lenten Candles 1 Am the Shepherd

We have been lighting seven candles each time we gather for worship on
this Lenfen journey. We want the light fo illumine our path as we seek to
be the words and ways of Jesus. We commit to being more infused by the
Spirit as we travel. Even as we know this is good and important work, we
have recognized that it isn't easy—and we have come upon the shadow
side of humanity and some of our own unique darkness.

We have been extinguishing one candle each fime we gather,
acknowledging that this can be tough and exhausting work. Tonight's
candle is our final one fo extinguish. As we are on the edge of the
desertion and depletion of Good Friday, we also prepare ourselves for the
dawn and love of Easter morning...the light that never goes out.

Prayer at the Candles

Holy One, we are on this Lenten journey with Jesus because we
want to watch him and listen to him—so that we might become
more like him. Jesus has a solid sense of who he is. He tells us
that he is the bread, door, vine, life, light, way, shepherd. He
interacts with people in expected and unexpected ways—and
they all learn and grow with the interaction. Send your Spirit
to lead us, guide us and light the way to ourselves, one another
and the Holy. Amen.



Response [tune: #363—I Want Jesus to Walk with Me (red hymnall)]
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Children’s Time

Blessing the Children Jesus Loves the Little Children
Jesus loves the little children, All the children of the world.
Every child in every land, Jesus holds them by the hand.
Jesus loves the little children of the world.

Remembering the Passover Story cxodus 12:1-14

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the
year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of
this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household.

If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest
neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the
number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a
year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You
shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole
assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall
take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of
the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night;
they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter
herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the
fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain
until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.
This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet,
and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the
passover of the Lord.



For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike
down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and
animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord.
The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see
the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I
strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for
you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your
generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

Offering Our Gifts to God 2nd Mmike Lent

Heifer International | Lydia’s House | Unleashing Potential | Eden Seminary

Thank you for sending your gifts in the mail, via bill pay with your bank or
by using PayPal at https://parkwayucc.org/giving/

Response

Praise God for visions great and small,

Praise God who calls us one and all,

Praise God whose Spirit gives new sight,
Praise God who fills our lives with light. Amen

Prayer of Dedication

Loving God, you take good care of us in more ways than we
know. Your personal love is reflected in the kindness of Jesus,
who washed the feet of his disciples. May our congregation
show your love to one another and our neighbors through
practical deeds of mercy. Make us willing to get our hands
dirty in assisting others. Help us to discover joy in giving our
time, money and heart. We ask this for the sake of Jesus
Christ, who came not to be served, but to serve. Amen.

Meditation Living Lives of Quiet Inspiration—Mark Sableman
https://youtu.be/PagudT52-sw

Song They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love, v1-2
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord;
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord;
And we pray that all unity will one day be restored.

Refrain:
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,
yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand;
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand;
And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land.
Refrain
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Jesus Is Our Example jonn 13205, 1215

And during supper, Jesus, knowing that God had given all things into his
hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up
from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to
the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You
call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash
one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do
as I have done to you.”

Meditation other Examples
The Calling of the Disciples—Dawn Jones-Goldstein
https://youtu.be/bh42RZPMYPs

Music somewhere Over the Rainbow—Greg Schmelig

Meditation Even More Examples
Laborers in the Vineyard—Connie Burkhardt

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UY rtdd XsK 1l

Song They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love, v3-4

We will work with each other, we will work side by side;

We will work with each other, we will work side by side;

And we’ll guard each one’s dignity and save each one’s pride.
Refrain

All praise to Creator, from whom all things come;
And all praise to Christ Jesus, the only Son.
And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one. Refrain

Communion Gospel mark 14:17-25

When it was evening, Jesus came with the twelve. And when they had taken
their places and were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray
me, one who is eating with me.” They began to be distressed and to say to
him one after another, “Surely, not I?” He said to them, “It is one of the
twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. For the Son of Man
goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is
betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.”

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke
it, gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and
after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said
to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.
Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day
when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.’
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Pastoral Prayer & Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer

Our [Creator/Mother/Father/Holy One] who art in Heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

Kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
[A variety of names for God are welcome here - including in the Lord’s Prayer.]

Multiplying Loaves & Fish
Please place your donations of canned goods and other non-perishable
food items in front of you.

Going Out to the Garden moark 14:26-31

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And
Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters; for it is written, ‘T will
strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.” But after I am raised up,
I will go before you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Even though all become
deserters, I will not.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this day, this very
night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” But he said
vehemently, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And all
of them said the same.

In the Garden mark 14:32-50

Jesus said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took with him Peter
and James and John and began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to
them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.”
And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if
it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, “Abba, Father, for
you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want,
but what you want.” He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter,
“Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour?

Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial;

the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And again he went away
and prayed, saying the same words.

And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very
heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. He came a third time and
said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour
has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us
be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.”

Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived;
and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief
priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the betrayer had given them a sign,
saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under
guard.” So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” and
kissed him.



Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. But one of those who stood
near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his
ear. Then Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to
arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I was with you in the
temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be
fulfilled.” All of them deserted him and fled.

Response Were You There?—Doris McCarter and Aiden McCarter

Postlude o to Dark Gethsemane—arr. Albert Beck

il

The God Who Serves by John van da Laar

Though you are God,

with all the influence and status that the name implies,
you refused to pull rank,

and parade your power among us.

Instead, you chose to step down into our experience,
living among us, as one of us,

with all the struggle and suffering

that goes with being human.

More than that, you adopted the role of slave,
washing feet, serving people of no reputation or social
standing,

and giving of yourself completely.

As incredible as it sounds,

you are the God who serves,

and we can respond in no other way
than to give ourselves to you in praise.

Amen.



Some Questions to Ponder on Good Friday
A great number of people keep silent most of today. What role does
silence play in your life and in the life of your spirit?

Judas betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. When has money been a
complicated arena for you and how might your relationship with
money changed over time?

Peter, frightened by the forces aligned against Jesus, denied him three
times. When have you denied God? Where do you find courage not to?

There is so much judgment in this story. There is so much judgment in
the world today. Whom do you judge? How and why? Where do you feel
judged? What can you do about it?

It is said that the Spirit helps us in our weakness and when we are unsure
of our prayers, the Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. Try
it—sigh deeply. Sigh again. Can you feel the Spirit? Sigh again.

Picture the scene of the crucifixion. Where are you standing in that
scene? What are you doing? What is your relationship with Jesus at this
moment? When have you come away from suffering and pain? How?

In what ways is Jesus being crucified in the world still today? In what
ways might you be participating in that crucifixion? How can you resist?

What do you think of these two statements? Jesus didn’t die to
convince God to love you. Jesus died to convince you that God
already loves you.

The cross has become a symbol of freedom and God’s grace and love.
Who needs to experience freedom today? What role can you play in
helping them find it? Make a plan. Pray for those seeking freedom and
those withholding it from them.

The cross, originally an instrument of torture and execution, has also
become a symbol of victory and power. What is the meaning of the cross
in your life? Are you a person of the cross? How so?

They put an inscription above Jesus’ head on the cross —”King of the
Jews”. What terms do you use to talk about Jesus and his role in the
Bible, in community and in your own life today?

What will you do the rest of this Good Friday and Holy Saturday?
What role has waiting had in your life? What about grief? Reunion?

Which of these statements that Jesus made speaks to you more? Why?
I am the Bread I am the Door I am the Life
I am the Vine I am the Light I am the Way

I am the Shepherd



