Maundy Thursday

Parkway United Church of Christ | April 9, 2020 at 10am

The Last Supper
(Leonardo da Vinci Improvisation) by Viadimir Zunuzin

Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that

you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you
also should love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for

one another.”
John 13:34-35
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Limitless Love | Courageous Action | Spirited Inquiry
Purpose Statement

Parkway United Church of Christ strives to be an inclusive community
embracing: spiritual nourishment, open-minded inquiry, courageous
action, and interfaith partnerships to fulfill God’s calling to create a just
world for all.

Congregational Statement

Parkway United Church of Christ, with God’s grace, seeks to be a
congregation that includes all persons, regardless of race, ethnic, or
socio-economic background while respecting differences of gender,
marital status, age, sexual orientation, and mental and physical ability.
We aspire to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God.
We invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry, fellowship,
worship, sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of participation in
our open and affirming congregation.
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Maundy Thursday Morning

April 9, 2020| 10:00am via Zoom
Meditation

Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” -John 13:34-35

Call to Worship matthew 6:25-34

Jesus said, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is
not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the
birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than

they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of
life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown
into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little

faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will
we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all
these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all
these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. “So do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own.
Today’s trouble is enough for today.”

Song Spirit of the Living God

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me

Gathering Prayer

Holy One, fill us with your love, show us how to serve our
neighbors. As Jesus models faithful living, we see your call to
ministry. We are the priesthood of all believers and have our
roles to play. Our neighbors are varied, many textured, similar
and distinct from us—and we will serve them all. Loving puts
us on our knees, serving aligned with your Spirit. This is how
we should live. Call us back to this focus in grace. Amen.
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A Dozen Love Lessons

John 13:1-17, selected verses

And during supper Jesus got up from the table, took off his outer robe,
and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was
tied around him.

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to
the table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You
call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash
one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do
as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than
their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If
you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.

Mark 12:29-31

Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord
is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” The second
is this, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other
commandment greater than these.”

Luke 10:25-37

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must
I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law?
What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength,
and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to
him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” But
wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my

neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him,
and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going
down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when
he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his
wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his
own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day
he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care
of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you
spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man
who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed
him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”



1 Corinthians 13:1-8a

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers,
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so
as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give
away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast,
but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it
does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never
ends.

Matthew 5:43-47

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I say to you, Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your
Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good,
and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love
those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters,
what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the
same?

Romans 13:8-10; 12:9-10

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”;
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your
neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love
is the fulfilling of the law.

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.

1 John 3:17-18; 4:7, 11

How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees
a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us
love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God.

Matthew 25:31-40

The Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before
him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right
hand and the goats at the left.



Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous
will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited
you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’

Proverbs 10:12; 17:17
Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offenses.
A friend loves at all times, and kinsfolk are born to share adversity.

Luke 15:11-32, selected verses

But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I
will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” So he set off and went
to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was
filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed
him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father
said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet... and let us eat and
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost
and is found!” And they began to celebrate.

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

John 15:9-10

As God has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
God’s commandments and abide in this love.

Conversation 1 Have Been Loved

Share a photo of you as a child/teen and/or a photo of someone who
helped you become who you are today. Consider preparing a brief story
about how this person brought you light and impacted your identity.

Musical Reflection you will Be Found
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boZDw7csDA4
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Invitation to the Communion Table
We invite all to come this open table.

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

Our [Creator/Mother/Father/Holy One] who art in Heaven, hallowed
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on Earth as it
is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom

and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
[A variety of names for God are welcome here—including in the Lord’s Prayer.]

Communion at Our Open Table Al are welcome!
Take a good-sized piece or bread or cracker and dip it in your juice,
water, coffee... whatever you have there with you.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give you thanks, God of grape and grain, for the patient
and potent power of this meal. We have aligned ourselves with
Jesus again. As we have received his spirit-filled presence and
as it finds its way into every part of who we are, may our words
and actions echo his ministry today, tomorrow and always.
Amen.

Response Spirit of the Living God
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me

Benediction

This is our calling to go into the world—scattered to the ends of
the earth step by step—to love as Jesus loves and serve in his
name. We remember that this is the day Jesus taught us how to
love by showing us how to love. So we go into the world to give
ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus. We go into the
world and love in the name of the One who loves us until the
end and beyond. It all begins and ends—and begins again
forever—with love. Amen.

Thank you for being here this morning.

We hope you will come back again tonight at 7pm;

Good Friday at noon (from the Historic Sanctuary) and 7pm;

Easter Sunday at éam and 9:55am

Blessings fo you as we move through this week and weekend together.
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